[Treatment of breast and uterus cancer: physiological and psychological impact on sexual function].
The analysis of the impact of breast and uterus cancer and their treatments on sexual function remains a tricky approach, especially due to some difficulties of communication between patient and medical staff. Some cultural, social, physiological and psychological considerations can change the evolution of sexual function during and after cancer treatment. For breast cancer, mastectomy or conservative approach, as well as radiotherapy and chemotherapy, can induce a modification of body image, femininity, power of seduction and sexuality. For uterus cancer, radio-surgical treatments can induce local (shrinking or vagina dryness,...) or general (early menopause) modifications leading to a decrease of sexual relations. The present analysis of the literature gives a better knowledge of the sexual function troubles according to the type, stage and treatment of the cancer as well as the context in which it appears, especially in regard to personal, family (couple relation before the disease occurrence), social and cultural considerations. A critical point is to introduce, as soon as possible, in the therapeutic program, a global approach including side effects on sexual function and to analyze very carefully the own ability of the patient to manage the difficulties occurring during the treatment.